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Burghley who was of opinion (as some one after-
wards said about Strafford) that "stone dead hath
no fellow," bemoaned himself privately to Walsingham
on the disappointment of their hopes; and modern
historians, with whom his authority is final, are loud
in their condemnation of Elizabeth's vacillation and
blindness. Vacillation there was really none. She
had determined from the first not to allow Mary to be
punished. She had gained all she wanted when the
temper of Parliament had been ascertained and dis-
played to the world. There have always been plenty
of people to accuse her of treachery and cruelty be-
cause she put Mary to death fifteen years later, for
complicity in an assassination plot. How would her
name have gone down to posterity if the Scottish
Queen had been executed in 1572 merely for inviting
a foreign army to rescue her from captivity *2